
Chapter Eleven 

Back with Friends 

 

 I was excited. My suspension was over which meant I also got to see my best friends 

Adrienne and Lexi again. I had not seen them in a few days, and I was wondering if they too, 

heard the news and had found out anything else about the case as I had. I did my best keeping a 

straight face and not saying anything as Lexi and I continued our schedule like we had before the 

suspension. Mr. Weller, despite not saying anything, was disappointed that Lexi and I had not 

been separated but given how far we were into the school year that was almost impractical. 

Neither of us wanted any more trouble so Lexi and I said nothing until after he dismissed us for 

the day.  

 “¿Escuchaste lo que le pasó al Sr. Mills?” Lexi asked. 

 “Yes, unfortunately I heard. It was all over the news,” I said. 

 “Did you find out anything?” Adrienne asked. 

 “I did. My dad and I went to Mr. Mills house,” I began. 

 “Wait. You went with your dad,” Adrienne asked. 

 “Yes. And we talked with Mr. Mills,” I said. 

 “¿Es cierto lo que dicen? ¿El Sr. Mills se divorciará de su esposa?” Lexi asked. 

 “No. The rumors are not true. Mr. and Mrs. Mills are not getting divorce. The situation 

with them is far worse than that which I will not talk about out of respect for them,” I said.  

 “So what did you find out?” Adrienne said. 

 “Well, one thing is certain. Mr. Mills did not embezzle,” I began but stopped as we saw 

Mr. Mock and Mr. Macy approach us. 



 “Good afternoon girls. It is so glad to have you back,” Mr. Macy said, with more 

cheerfulness and pleasantness in his voice than he usually had. 

 “Thank you sir,” I said. 

 “And better news is that the case has been solved,” Mr. Mock, added for good measure. 

 “We know. We heard it on the news,” Adrienne said. 

 “That is what happens girls when you let the police do their job and you don’t try to take 

the law into your own hands,” Mr. Mock said. 

 “I trust girls now that the case is over we will have less issues with you,” Mr. Macy said. 

 “Yes sir,” I said.  

 Neither Adrienne nor Lexi said anything and Mr. Macy and Mr. Mock appeared to be 

pleased as neither of them said anything either as they went their separate ways. I sighed a breath 

of relief. For them the case may be over but for us it was only the beginning.  

 “Glad to see they are cheerful,” Adrienne said. 

 “Tal vez no sean tan duros con nosotros ahora,” Lexi said. 

 “Hopefully they won’t be. The only other one we will have to worry about is Mr. 

Weller,” I added. 

 “Just don’t say anything and you will be fine,” Adrienne added. 

 “Agreed. Walk with me I will tell you along with the way,” I said as Lexi and Adrienne 

nodded in agreement. 

****************** 

 The three of us walked to my house. Adrienne had already called her parents and told her 

what she, Lexi and I were going to do. Lexi’s parent’s did not care what we did as much. They 

both worked and pretty much if she was with us it did not bother them. I was glad.  Knowing that 



I was finally back to be with my best friends and glad to be able to tell them what my dad and I 

learned made my day all the better. We continued to talk until we got to my house where we 

went to my room where I saw a Manila envelope on my bed. 

 “What is that?” Adrienne asked. 

 “I am not sure,” I said as I picked up. As soon as I turned it to open it I saw a note on it 

that said ‘To my Dear Abby. Happy Hunting’. I knew it was from my dad. I quickly opened up 

and saw that it was the report that was used to charge Mr. Mills with embezzlement. 

Johnson Elementary School Audit Report 

October 21, 2005 

Projected 

Revenue 

Actual 

Revenue 

Difference 

Revenue 

Projected 

Expenses 

Actual 

Expense 

Difference 

Expenses 

8,500,300 7,655,500 -94,800 7,655,000 8,220,500 -565,500 

It should be noted that the projected revenue and projected expenses were based on previous 

data submitted to the State Department of Education ass required by law that shows the money 

that is being taken in and being spent. This is done yearly and assumes that there is no 

dramatic increase (of more than 5%) in cost to operate. This also does not consider if school 

does pick up additional or loses students from previous years as student count is only done 

once a year (normally in August) to determine funds for the school from the government. The 

actual revenue is what the school should be getting based on the number of students and other 

factors and the actual expenses are the expenses that is incurred by the school through the 

year. These numbers in the top portion represent the total and is not broken down into sections. 

Page 2 of the report will give detail about the expenses and revenue for the school based on 

each section. (i.e such as instructional function, technology, maintenance,)  



Total revenue (2005) 7,655,000 

Total expenditures (2005) 8,220,500 

Difference    -565,500 

By section                              Expected Cost                 Actual Cost                      +/- 

Instruction                             5,000,000                              4, 955,000        + 45,000 

Technology                           1, 000,000                              775,000           +225,000 

Maintenance                             450,000                               461,300           -  11,300 

Facilities                                   550,000                               498,280           + 1,720 

Miscellaneous                          655,000                               1,480,920        - 825, 920 

Total                                      7,655,000 

 

 “I’m no expert Abby but that does not look good,” Adrienne said as we looked at the 

report. 

 “No, it doesn’t,” I said. 

 “¿El informe también nos da un detalle detallado sobre el gasto, especialmente con el 

costo misceláneo?” Lexi asked. 

 “I don’t see a detailed list Lexi. Just the general report,” I said. 

 “A huge difference in what was expected and in what was spent,” Adrienne said. 

 “Yeah, if the difference was small and insignificant the difference would not have been 

noticed or flagged,” I said. 

 “That miscellaneous category I am also going to assume includes the money teachers are 

given at the beginning of the year to help them off set some of the cost that it takes to set up their 

classroom,” Adrienne said. 



 “I am assuming so,” I said. “The teachers are given a card at the beginning of the year to 

spend on what they need in the classroom. But it has to be for educational purposes too.”  

 “¿El Sr. Mill también tiene una tarjeta escolar?” Lexi said. 

 “Not likely. The cards are only for teachers. Not for support staff or people in the 

technological department,” I said. 

 “And Lexi, the technological department actually spent less than expected,” Adrienne 

said. 

 “A whole lot less than expected. Mr. Mills did mention that they had been trying to be 

more efficient and help save the school money. He admitted that the previous couple years the IT 

department went way over budget,” I said. 

“They did,” Adrienne said. 

“Yeah, but he and his team were trying to find innovative means to be more efficient,” I 

added. 

“It looks like they were successful. A difference of 225,000,” Adrienne said. 

“Yeah. That is a big plus,” I conceded. “Which means that someone realized this and 

funneled that  money out of the IT budget to try to conceal the theft,” I said. 

 “Mr. Mills, worked in the technology department, and his department was actually 

efficient in terms of cost and yet Mr. Mills was the one who got charged with embezzlement and 

theft as well as the burglary. This makes no sense,” Adrienne complained. 

 “On the surface maybe it makes no sense, but I have a feeling we are going to have to 

speak to Mr. Mills again,” I said. “Perhaps he can be the one to shed some light and truly help us 

to make sense of this case.” 



 “That is one thing I admire about you Abby. You are determined and always seemingly 

one step ahead of the game,” Adrienne said. 

 “One step ahead of the game,” I started. “Not so much Adrienne. Determined. You bet. 

And I am determined to get to the bottom of this no matter what it takes.”  

 


