
Chapter Twenty 

The Journey Continues 

 Bonnie, Kasey and I walked out of the temple and much to our surprise we saw Baris and 

Asli and many of the soldiers standing there on the opposite side of the river that separated us. I 

turned and saw that the poison bog that had surrounded the temple was now a purified and 

beautiful lake. It was so crystal clear that you literally could see the bottom of the lake. 

 “Welcome back young ones,” Baris said. 

 “Who are they?” Kasey asked. 

 “That is Baris and Asli and I thought they were-,” Bonnie began to say. She did not need 

to finish the sentence. I understood. She thought they had been killed, but then again so did I. 

Kasey was the first to cross the pond by jumping on the rocks. I silently laughed to myself as I 

saw jump slowly across each of the rocks until she reached the other side. Bonnie quickly 

jumped to the other side and I am not going to lie. I deserved this. I had somewhat laughed at 

Kasey for taking her time and as fate would have it I rushed the jumps and quickly fell into the 

water. Baris, Asli and many others let out roaring laughs as did Bonnie. Kasey stood there 

appearing to be as shocked as anyone could be. 

 “Are you okay?” Kasey asked as I swam and pulled myself out of the water. 

 “Sure. I did need a good bath,” I happily replied. I did not mind one bit. As I mentioned I 

deserved it. Baris and Asli approached and both looked more relaxed than I ever seen them. 

 “You kids did really well,” Baris said. 

 “Oh, I almost forgot,” I said as I handed Baris the flower the cat’s claw.  

 “Awesome. This is such a rare flower,” Baris said.  



 “Apparently not in that portion of the forest,” Bonnie said as she pointed to behind the 

temple. 

 “From what the Jungle Master told us it is the only portion that has never been defiled in 

any way,” Kasey said. 

 “That is true young lady. The Jungle Master knows what he is talking about,” Baris 

began before realizing what he was saying. “Wait. You mean you kids talked to the Jungle 

Master. Well, that is something. I thought he-”. 

 “It’s a long story but we need to get this back to Princess Elmas,” I said. 

 “Agreed,” Baris said.  

 “To celebrate your accomplishments a feast is in order,” Baris said. 

 “I would not mind that,” Bonnie said. “I’m starved.” 

 I smiled. I looked at her then I turned to Kasey. It was a good time again. Being with my 

friends meant the world to me. True, it was going to be a long journey I said to myself but there 

were no other people I would want to travel with than with my friends Bonnie and Kasey. 

************************ 

 It did not take us long to get back to village. To my surprise when we arrived Bonnie, 

Kasey and I saw many of the jungle people helping the villagers rebuild the town and heal many 

of the people who survived the attacks but still had been injured. A much livelier atmosphere I 

said to myself. Still much work needed to be done. Kasey, Bonnie and I agreed that the best 

course of action after finishing up our duty in the village would be to travel to the many other 

areas and help those folks with whatever problems or plagues that were troubling them. None of 

us knew what to expect but we knew it would not be easy. Especially with the spirit of the Witch 

Doctor and his chief minion the Demon Lord Zuberic out there as the source of the problems.  



 Baris and Asli took the flower we had given them and gave it to the elder council. The 

female elder who had the most doubts about us was the one who broke the flower into many 

smaller pieces which she put into a container and mixed it with other herbs to make a medicine 

for Princess Elmas. We were nervous as we watched the elder council and a team of herbalists 

and doctors begin the process of taking her off suspended animation while injecting her with the 

potion that was finally made from the flower we obtained and many other herbs. It was a long 

process but after several hours we continued to wait to see what happened and it was only after 

the female elder came out along with her team did everyone give a huge sigh of relief. 

 “My friends, we have our Princess back. You may go in and see her,” the female elder 

said as Bonnie, Kasey and I went into the hut. 

 Princess Elmas quietly waited for us. She was even more lively I said to myself now that 

she was fully awake and aware of what was happening. Looking at her now you could never tell 

she had been in suspended animation or that she had been stabbed and poisoned. Looking at her 

alive reminded me of how lucky my friend Bonnie was. Although I knew Bonnie had been 

poisoned, frozen and killed, she had been resurrected by Jarrick, the true Jungle Master, and he 

and his people did such an outstanding job healing her if you were to look at her you would have 

never guessed anything had happened. Quite a perfect turnaround I said to myself. 

 “On behalf of my people and the people of the jungle and my father I give you my 

thanks,” Princess Elmas said. “And oh by the way I just received this from the jungle people a 

little while ago. Apparently young man you made quite an impression with my father.” 

 “I did,” I said. 

 “Yes,” Princess Elmas said. “Which is why he told me to give you this.” 



 I looked at it. This was the same uniform that I had worn when I had gotten transported to 

the past. True, a lot of my stomach and my legs were still showing but it would make me feel 

less ‘naked’ than I was still feeling now. It was a beautiful uniform I said to myself and 

somehow I also felt energy radiate from it. 

 “Thank you,” I said. 

 “No thank you,” Princess Elmas said. “I must confess I am jealous that he gave you that 

uniform. With that you become immune to toxins by potions or by plants. It will not help you 

concerning magic or by weapons but hey at least it will keep you from being poisoned.” 

 “Sweet,” I said before turning to Kasey and Bonnie. “How do you think I will look in it?” 

 “Like you always do. Ridiculous,” Kasey joked. 

 I laughed. It was good to see her joke and laugh. We needed some good down time to 

relax and have fun because I knew soon there would not be much of that going on. 

 “Like the true leader you are,” Bonnie added. 

 I nodded as I turned to Princess Elmas. “Quite a village you have here.” 

 “Yes Prince Cemil,” Princess Elmas said. 

 “I am not Prince Cemil. I am just Alex,” I replied. 

 “Alex, my friend, I know you have my questions and I am certainly my father, Jarrick, 

told you the same thing he told me when I was but a young girl,” Princess Elmas said. 

 “Oh about you having to discover the truth for yourself,” Kasey said. 

 “That is what he told Alex,” Bonnie added. 

 “My father is a very wise man, but he is also stern,” Princess Elmas said. “Stern, but not 

without compassion or mercy. He absolutely hates injustice to people no matter where they hail 

from.” 



 “I got that feeling real quick,” I admitted. 

 “Pardon me for saying I thought your mother was killed when you were very young,” 

Bonnie asked. 

 “She was and it broke my father’s heart. She was killed by a doppleganger that looked 

and acted like my father but I knew very well that faker was not my father. The doppelganger 

could not heal like my father nor could he raise people from the dead,” Princess Elmas said. 

 “Raise people from the dead,” Bonnie said. 

 “Yes, the true Master of the Jungle can raise people from the dead. That is one of his 

divine powers,” Princess Elmas said. 

 “Bonnie I have to tell you,” I began. 

 “Tell me what?” Bonnie asked. 

 “Oh dear she has no memory of it,” Princess Elmas said. 

 “You were resurrected,” I admitted. “You had been killed by the Witch Doctor.” 

 “I died,” Bonnie said appearing to be startled. 

 “Yes, but you are back,” I said. 

 “Let me also tell you Bonnie, or more appropriately Princess Emel, that part of my 

father’s healing techniques also includes the fact that the person who was healed will never again 

be killed or vulnerable to whatever it was that killed them. Since you were frozen to death after 

you had been poisoned that means that you are invulnerable now to the cold as well as to that 

poison which I think was dervived from cowbane, I am almost certain, but it is a lot more potent 

because it also had magical properties which because of that it makes you slightly invulnerable 

to some magical attacks,” Princes Elmas said. 

 “Ha. Ha,” Bonnie laughed. “Well, that is a good thing to know.”  



 “Indeed,” Kasey added. 

 “You young lady have an important role too and you soon will discover your gifts as your 

friends have,” Princess Elmas told Kasey. 

 “Yes your majesty,” Kasey said. 

 “Don’t say that to me. We’re all friends here,” Princess Elmas said.  

 “Your father also told me to tell you he loves you very much,” I said. 

 “On that I definitely have no doubt. I am thankful you told me that. He probably asked 

you to say that. Knowing him his duty as the Jungle Master and keeper of the temple will keep 

him occupied for a while but that comes with the territory. I am just happy he knows that I am 

his girl,” Princess Elmas said. “Many people say I am more like my father than my mother, but I 

do have parts of my mother in me too. Make no mistake on that.” 

 “So what is going to happen now?” Kasey asked. 

 “My friends, I know you three are going to have a long journey, a really long journey and 

that you three might not know the way. For this reason as well as that I am feeling adventurous I 

am also going to come along with you,” Princess Elmas said as she stood up. 

 “Do what?” I asked as Baris, Asli and some of the elders entered the tent as she made the 

announcement.  

 “You are going to do what,” the first elder asked. 

 “You heard me. I am going with my friends. You, the council of elders, will be in charge 

of the village while I am gone,” Princess Elmas said. 

 “Your majesty, the people need you. Surely you will not leave your people defenseless,” 

the third elder said. 

 “Like father like daughter,” the female elder said. 



 “I will not leave the village defenseless. You people did a great job taking care of the 

village while I was sick and you will do a great job again while I am away,” Princess Elmas said 

as she grabbed her silver bow and placed it on her back. “My friends do not know the way or the 

dangers that lie ahead so I will accompany them. I have no doubt that is what my father and my 

mother want. They want me to lead by example so I shall.” 

 “Your majesty, do you want an escort while you journey?” Baris asked. 

 “I would like that,” Princess Elmas said. “How comfortable are you in leaving your 

troops in the hands of Asli?” 

 “Your majesty, Asli is as bit as competent and confident warrior as I am. I have no doubt 

that she can successfully lead the defense of the village while we are away,” Baris said. 

 “Then she is now leader of the troops here,” Princess Elmas said as she turned to Asli. 

“You are now commander for the duration of our absence. Keep the village safe and make sure 

no one does anyone harm. With the curse surrounding the temple having been lifted I suspect it 

will be easier but I do not want any chances taken. Make your people proud.” 

 “I will ma’am,” Asli said.  

 “The rest of you know what you are expected to do. Now let’s get to it,” Princess Elmas 

said. The elders did not argue but rather quickly went their ways. They knew, like Bonnie, Kasey 

and I did, that she meant business. What she said went with no questions asked.“Come Prince 

Cemil or if you prefer Alex.”  

 I followed her. Neither Kasey nor Bonnie said anything but they too followed me and 

Princess Elmas. Princess Elmas led the three of us to a hill that was just on the outskirts of the 

village but not in the jungle. The hill I could tell was high above the village and when I say it 

was high it was so high that you could literally see over the trees of the jungle.  



 “You three. Everywhere you see beyond the jungle is the main land of Verity. The world 

is divided into many regions,” Princess Elmas said. “As you can see to the west are the mines, 

mountain and volcanic regions. Rumors of a shadow demon and fiery dragon haunt those people 

in those areas and while to the east there is a city in the sky which is rumored to only be children. 

Apparently all the adults have been eaten by werewolves that mysteriously appear and disappear 

at will. Below the city in the sky is another village that I hear is home to a haunted mansion in 

which the ghost of a young woman is searching for her fiancée. Also, I don’t know if you know 

it or not but apparently there is also trouble in the ocean regions. Word has began to spread that 

entire ships and fleets are being swallowed whole by some mysterious whale like creature. There 

is no one alive that confirm it but given what has happened here it needs to be investigated and 

taken care of if true.” 

 “I agree,” I said.  

I was astonished by the sheer size of the world as well as by its beauty. Bonnie and Kasey 

were amazed at the sight as well. The of us smiled. We were happy. Yes, there was a lot that 

needed to be taken care of. But at least we had each other. Still so much to learn and find out I 

said to myself but for now my motto was take it one step at a time. The truth would eventually 

come out. It always does but for now I needed to not rush things. I needed to take it one day at a 

time. The one thing I learned during the journey so far was that life was precious and does not 

need to be taken for granted and that I needed to appreciate each moment that we had and to treat 

each moment like it was our last-in part because those moments could very well be our last and 

that was a sobering thought.  


